Health Statusin Alaska
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Alaska snameisderived fromtheAleut wordAlyeska, 34 | 3238 3315 o 3;5 31.9 302 325
meaning “great land.” Alaskaisthelargest state, 32 - g 301 306
encompassing about onefifth of thetotal |and massof 30 | 293
the contiguous United States. Because of itssize, there 5 | Naska
arehugevariationsintopography and climatefromone o6 .S
part of the stateto the othe. 0t B
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622,000, Asof April 1, 2000, the population of Alaska of Labor, Research and Analysis Section, Demographics Unit
numbered 626,932 persons.? Alaskacurrently ranks
48thin population out of the 50 gates; only Wyoming
and Vermont havefewer people. Alaska spopulation Refer ences
density is1.06 personsper squaremile.

1 AlaskaDepartment of Labor, Research & Analysis Section,
Race/Ethnicity Demographics Unit, Alaska Popul ation Overview, 1999

In 1999, the distribution of racial and ethnic groupsin Estimates _
.. 2 http://www.census.gov/popul ation/cen2000/tab02.pdf or
Alaskawasasfollows:

: www.labor.state.ak.us/research/cgin/cen.htm
*  White 73.7%

» AlaskaNative: 16.8%

o African-American: 4.4%

» Asan/Pacificldander: 5.0%

» Hispanicorigin (al races): 4.7%

Area of Residence

Approximately 42 percent of Alaska spopulationlivein
Anchorage. AmongAfrican-Americans, 69 percent live
in Anchorage. Of thosewith Hispanic origin, 58 percent
livein Anchorage. Seventy-ninepercent of Alaska's
populationisconcentrated in Six censusareas.
Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, Kenai, Ketchikan, and
Matanuska-Susitna. On the other hand, only 39 percent
of the AlaskaNative population liveinthose six census
areas.! AlaskaNativesaredistributed widely
throughout Alaska; many livein over 200 communities
ddlineated asAlaskaNative Villages.

Ageof thePopulation

Althoughthe populationin Alaskaisyounger thanthe
national average, the median age has been steadily
increasing.! The 1999 estimate of personsaged 65
yearsand older is 33,641, comprising 5.4% of the
population. The estimate representsa50% increase
since 1990 in the number of personsaged 65 yearsand
older inAlaska
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